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PROCEEDI NGS JUNE 22, 2001
--000- -

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE:  We're going to go ahead and
start, ladies and gentlenen. Thank you very nuch for being
her e today.

We are holding a hearing as opposed to a nornal
committee neeting where a quorumwoul d be necessary to be
est abl i shed before we begin. This is just a hearing, no
deci si ons bei ng made, and so we can begin regardl ess of the
quor um

I want to thank you for attending this hearing.

The California Assenbly is committed to conducting a fair and
open redistricting process in which menbers of the public
are able to have a voice and an effective role.

This is the sixth in a series of hearings that
we're holding in various |ocations throughout the state for
t he purpose of gathering public input into the redistricting
process. As you know, we're all counted by the Census Bureau
every ten years. Redistricting is the process by which the
lines for Assenbly, Senate, Congressional and Board of
Equal i zation districts are changed every ten years after the
decenni al census. The 2000 census ocurred in April 2000 and
we received the detailed results of that census at the end of
March this year. The census shows us both that California
has experienced an overall increase in population, and that
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our popul ati on has shifted.

I"mgoing to nonentarily parenthetically insert a
remark that I'mreading froma statenment that | want to |et
the court reporters know that we'll give you a copy of this,
so you needn't be working, and that neans that | can read the
rest of it faster. Because |'mgoing to ask people as we get
going in the hearing to be careful not to do what | do, and
start talking too fast, because it's just real frustrating
with this energy crisis to have to turn up the air
condi ti oning when the court reporters fingers catch fire. So
we will try and avoid that. I'mgoing to read this speedily,
but then sl ow down when | return to nonwitten text.

The nmost basic principle that guides our
redistricting is the requirenent of "one person, one vote."
VWhat this nmeans is in order to ensure that each individual's
vote carries the same weight, all the districts we draw nust
have the sanme popul ation. After the 2000 census, because of
the increase in California's popul ation, the ideal popul ation
for Assenbly and Senate districts is 423,396, and 846, 791 or
792 respectively. There is a margin of error there.

To give you a sense of where the lines are
currently, as we undertake the process of redistricting, we
have on di splay maps of the existing districts. As we do
that there are certain requirenents and guidelines fromthe
United States Constitution, the Federal Voting Rights Act and

4



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

the California Constitution, as well as traditiona
redistricting principles that we pay attention to. One of
the key factors is "communities of interest.”

We're nore than -- we're nost of the way through
her e.

The concept of conmunities of interest enbraces the
many di fferent kinds of ties that bind comrunities together
Conmunities of interest can include geographical ties,
political entities and factors such as soci o-econonic st at us,
the rural or urban character of an area, transportation and
medi a i nfrastructures, comunity organi zati ons and shared
histories. The list is quite extensive. And we |ook to you
to help us identify the rel evant comunities of interest
within this region.

Pl ease know that we al so have a web site that
contains information regarding redistricting and the
redistricting process. The web site address and information
on how to offer conments, receive notice of future
meetings -- excuse me, receive notice of future hearings, and
submit redistricting plans is available in the | obby.

And 1'Il just parenthetically note one additiona
thing. W would ask obviously that everyone turn their cel
phones off. And | would ask if there is anyone in the room
that doesn't have a cell phone and would |ike one, that we'll
have a little gift thing, it's kind of a fun tradition at

5
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t hese hearings. You can have the cell phone of anyone that
goes off in the audience during the hearing. So just go for
it. |If sonebody's cell phone goes off it's yours, okay. So
everybody is -- if you want to give away your cell phone, the
way to do it, signal that by |eaving your cell phone on, and
everybody will know. Thank you. [1'Il return to the text.

As | nentioned, this is just one of a series of
redistricting hearings that the Assenbly Committee on
El ecti ons, Reapportionnent and Constitutional Amendnents is
hol di ng around the state. Additionally, after proposed plans
have been submitted to the Legislature, we plan to hold at
| east two days of hearings in Sacramento. These hearings
will be linked by satellite to | ocations around the state to
all ow interactive hearings.

W thank you for your participation today and hope
that you will continue to participate as the redistricting
process noves al ong.

Before we take testinony | would like to introduce
to you our commttee nmenbers and other nenbers of the
legislature. And I'll begin actually with -- 1'"'mgoing to
begin before | even go to the legislature, 1'mgoing to start
right out down at the end here with the republican consultant
to the commttee, M. Doug Yoakam Then the Dean of the --
just about the Dean of the Assenbly -- certainly, pretty

cl ose, Second Dean, second in place, the Dean of the
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republican menbers of the legislature, certainly, and one of
the nmost highly regarded nenmbers of this body for a | ong
time, and nmy friend, the Honorable Bill Leonard. Pl ease.

MR. LEONARD: Thank you, M. Chairnman. And
appreci ate that, and appreci ate these hearings that the
Committee is holding to listen and better understand
communities of interest. W have the popul ati on nunbers, we
have the census data, what we don't have for drawi ng the best
possible lines for legislative districts is information on
communities of interest, of people who live in neighborhoods
and in regions who share common goal s, aspirations, comobn
needs and conmon chal | enges.

And the purpose of these hearings and why it is
important that we have themand that we listen, is to
identify communities of interest in California. So | thank
you for that and | ook forward to several nore hearings with
you as we proceed to beyond listening to plan drafting and
opening the plans to public scrutiny.

(Change in court reporters. Renmainder of page |eft blank

intentionally.)
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CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much,
Assenbly Menber. Then the Chief Consultant for the
Assenbly Conmittee on El ecti ons Reapportionnent and
Constitutional Amendnents, M. WIllie CGuerrero, and then
" mJohn Longville, Chair of the Conmttee, and
Assenbl yman Darrell Steinberg, who represents the
Sacramento area, along with his coll eague who we'l |
i ntroduce in a nonment, and, therefore, is sitting in on
the Committee to better understand the issues here, and
I know everyone in this area is well famliar with
Assenbly Member Stei nberg.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER STEI NBERG  Thank you,

M. Chairman. | just want to wel come everyone to the
Ninth Assenbly District here at the State Capital, and
to reiterate M. Leonard' s comments and the Chair's
comments earlier, I"'mhere to listen, and |I'm anxi ous
to hear what you have to say about how we can best
understand comunities of interest and use that
informati on appropriately to define appropriate
legislative districts. | thank you for being here.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  And | ast, but by no means
| east, our colleague fromthe other portion of
Sacramento and very good friend and hi ghly regarded
menber and we are pleased to have with us today

Assenmbly Menber Anthony Pescetti .
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ASSEMBLY MEMBER PESCETTI: Good nor ni ng.

Thank you, M. Chair. M. Steinberg, thank you for
allowing us in your district. It's good to see so many
friends and a ot of famliar faces. It's very

i mportant that the process that we conduct is fair and
is fully representative of all the groups that make up
our great state and our great community, and as one
that has nultiple counties, | represent two counties, a
part of Sacranento and a part of San Joaquin County.
think it's inmportant that we take a | ook at those
communities and those areas and keep comunities as
whol e and distinct as we possibly can. So | also | ook
forward to the opportunity and thank you all for being
here.

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much. W
will now go on to our agenda, and did we have any ot her
state or federal officials present who are not up on
the dais at this tine and who had wi shed to nmake
statenments? | wanted to just make sure we didn't mss
some nmenber of Congress or another menber of the
legislature. We will then begin with those individuals
who schedul ed their testinony ahead of tinme. W have a
handf ul of people there, and after which we will take
t hose individual s who have signed in this norning
outside the -- at the table outside. So for those who

9
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signed in, | want to just warn you that it will be just
alittle bit of time before we get to you, and,
therefore, if you did need to take a break or wanted
to, I wanted to nake sure you were aware you got a
little tinme.

W will begin. Has Ms. Huffman arrived yet?
kay. If Ms. Huffman is not here, we will take her
when she arrives.

I have -- is M. Janmes Reede present?

M. Janmes Reede, Co-Chair of the 2001 Sacranento
Redistricting Project. If you could cone forward, sir,
and | would ask you to note that for the record at the
beginning if you could spell your name and try and
remenber to not talk as fast, as we all tend to do just
wi t hout thinking about it.

MR, REEDE: Good norning, Chairman Longville
and Assenbly Menmbers. My name is James W Reede,

R E-E-D-E, Jr. and I'ma resident of the county and
Cty of Sacramento, and 1'd also |like to add, Chairman,
that two representatives fromny conmunity are here and
I"mvery pleased to see that. | amthe Co-Chairperson
of 1991 Redistricting Project, the coalition of 26

| ocal African Anerican organi zations.

In 1991 as the then Co-Chair of the 1991
Redi stricting Project, | testified to this Committee

10
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and Senate Conmittee and focused then as now on
Assenbly Districts 4, 5, 9 and 10. | mght add they
just handed ne a sign to slow down, so I'mtalking a
l[ittle bit slower.

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE: | appreciate that, and |
note that | was just handed a card. It requires -- our
procedures require giving permssion for this, we
apparently had a reporter present who wanted perm ssion
to take photos. Does anyone have any objections? |If
no nmenber has objection, so the Reporter is welconme to
do that, and please go ahead, M. Reede, and excuse ne
for interrupting.

MR, REEDE: (kay, as | said, we focused then
as now on Assenbly Districts 4, 5, 9 and 10, Senate
Districts 1, 4, 5, 6 and 11 and Congressional Districts
3, 4, 5 and 11. Back in 1991 the then sitting governor
vetoed the | egislative plan that we had worked very
closely with the Conmttee to draft. |In that plan
assenbly districts were drawn that gave full
representation of voice to the communities of interest
in and around Sacranmento County. Additionally, we
worked with the Senate to draft districts that did not
pl ace the southern part of the City of Sacramento into
a district that included Stockton. The African
American comunity did not want to be di senfranchised

11
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and linked with another community that had little to
aidinthe fulfilling of the dreans and aspirations of
those nmenbers of nmy community of interest that would
like to run for elective office.

The focus of ny testinmony is the sane as then,
with a slight twist this tine. The focus of ny
testinmony is not only the drawing of lines that pronote
the dreans and aspirations of the various comunities
of interest, but also the needs of the greater
Sacranmento region, and when | say "the greater

Sacranmento region," when the |ines were eventually
drawn by the California Supreme Court in 1991, they
created districts that stretched from H ghway 50 al

the way down to the City of Stockton. Because of the
expl osive growh in the Sacramento regi on we are asking
that the Assenbly Committee | ook very closely at making
as conpact districts as possible.

The Sacranento grow h has -- the Sacramento
regi on has seen a growmh in excess of 60 percent since
19 -- or should | say 160 percent since 1991 census.

In the greater Sacranmento County or Sacranmento County
we have approximately 1.2 million people now Dividing
up the nunmber of assenmbly districts that we woul d hope
to see gives you a nunber of 2.8, basically al nost
three districts. Wien looking at -- | guess |I'm

12
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talking too fast again. She's burning up the conputer.

What we would want you to do is, Nunmber 1, is
to look at the communities of interest as it relates to
the dreans and aspirations of the residents of
Sacramento County. Include conpact districts that do
not require candi dates fromthose comunities of
interest to have to travel over 60 miles to ensure that
they' ve touched all potential constituents, and when
August 15 cones, | ook at the maps that we will be
submitting as they reflect our desires for our
communities, and with that I'll end ny testinony, sir.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much for
taking the time to be here today.

MR. REEDE: You are very wel come, Chairnan.

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE: Has Ms. Huffman arrived
yet ?

Ckay, we will go next into M. James Shel by
fromthe Sacranmento Urban League, who is al so the mayor
of Gtrus Heights, and | believe he's bringing an
associ ate who will introduce hinmself as well, and I
will -- just so that others can be prepared, | wll
note that after M. Shelby, we will double check again
for Ms. Huffman and then nove on to the Coalition of
Asian Pacific Arericans for Fair Redistricting, which
is a panel of four individuals.
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For now, Mayor Shel by, you have the m crophone
and with M. Assagai.

MR, SHELBY: Thank you, Honorabl e Chairman
Longville. First of all, 1'd like to conplinment the
presentation fromthe previous speaker, James Reede,
and we do concur w th that.

I"mhere for two reasons today, one is to talk
fromthe U ban League's perspective. W are |ooking at
the process. As you look at redistricting in the state
that one of the things we think you shoul d consider
diversity should be a primary objective as you nove
forward with redistricting. |If you look -- if you | ook
at our state today, we are nore diverse now than we
were 25 years ago, and that ought to be a primary
consi deration as you begin to debate deliberations
about joint districts.

Secondly, nake sure there are noderate African
Ameri can popul ations, so districts should be drawn to
put together conmunities of interest that are |argely
African American, to maxim ze opportunities to el ect
African Anericans, that's in the State's best interest,
and we believe that; for instance, if you | ook at Del
Paso Heights, which is considered a large primarily
African American popul ation, and you | ook at North
H ghl ands and then putting that together |I would say

14
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the City of Citrus Heights -- I'"'msorry, offers
opportunity for an African American candi date that had
cross-over appeal, could also have an African American
base to run from but at the sanme tine the cross-over
candidate in a larger jurisdiction

And the other reason |'mhere is for the City
of Gitrus Heights we incorporated five years ago as a
city, and it's inportant that when these lines are
drawn that you keep the city's interest, comunity of
interest intact. W do not want Ctrus Heights divided
with one representative fromone assenbly district and
one from anot her one. The comunity of interest is
lost at that point. And in the sane respect to
congressional districts. W just want to make sure
that we get -- currently now we are represented by
Congressman Dolittle in one end of the city and Doug
Cse at the other end, and it forces us now to deal with
two representative in Congress, as opposed to having
one representative in the city. There has been sone
advantages to that in sonme areas, but the community
interest is not served when you draw two districts
together. So let's make sure that we keep diversity as
a main interest when you join the lines as the second
reason to keep the Gty of Ctrus Heights intact.
Thank you, very much.

15
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CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much,
Mayor Shel by. And let nme just verify that you' re |ast
nane is spelled S-H E-L-B-Y?

MR. REEDE: -- B-Y, correct.

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE: Ckay. And M. Assagai.

MR ASSAGAI: | just wanted to add -- Mel
Assagai on behalf of the --

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Excuse ne, |'msorry, M.
Assagai, before you begin, I"'msorry | mssed it.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER LEONARD: Just one question
for the mayor, what's the popul ation of Ctrus Heights
in the 2000 census?

MR SHELBY: 86,000 in the 2000 census.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER LEONARD: Very good, thank you
much.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Any ot her questions?
kay, thank you very much. Excuse nme, M. Assagai .

MR. ASSAGAI: | just wanted to add to
M. Shel by's coments. Wat we are | ooking for is both
conpactness in terns of the Gty of Gtrus Heights, but
al so districts that are conpetitive for a nunber of
ethnic groups by putting popul ations together that nake
the district conpetitive over the whole range of
di verse populations in the state. So it's not seeking
districts that guarantee any potential result, but
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guar ant ees conpetitiveness over a range of popul ations.
Thank you.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very nuch. Let
me just verify, M. Assagai, for the Court Reporters,
your last name is spelled with two "S s"?

MR ASSAGAI: That's correct, A-SS-AGAI.

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Ckay, thank you

MR, ASSAGAlI: Thank you very much,

M. Chairnman

ASSEMBLY MEMBER LEONARD: W appreci ate your
taking time to be with us. Next we have the Coalition
of Asian Pacific Americans for Fair Redistricting
which will include, |I believe, Ms. Judy Heary of the
Asian Pacific -- excuse ne, Asian Pacific Community

Counsel i ng; M. Robert Dawa, Filipino Action Comittee,

and, you know, |'m always enbarrassed when | butcher
peopl e's nanmes, | have Sukhdev Rye -- | hope |I'm not
pronouncing it too terribly -- fromthe Si kh Conmmunity,

and Kathy Feng fromthe Asian Pacific American Lega
Center.

And if you could go ahead and take this over,
pl ease correct ny spellings -- excuse nme, ny
pronunci ati ons for the benefit of everyone, and
believe it wouldn't hurt for the Court Reporters if you
al so spell ed your nanes before each of you begin.

17
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M5. FENG  Thank you, Chairman Longville.
Actual Iy, you did wonderfully in pronouncing all of our
nanes, and | wanted to thank you once again for
convening this regional hearing in Sacramento to hear
fromthe folks who are from Sacranento and to have
| ooked at a nunber of different factors, including
where their comunities exist, politics, partisan, and
al so a nunber of other comunity of interest factors to
identify what is inportant to their community in terns
of ensuring fair representation for the Asian and
Pacific |Islander community.

I''mgoing to be introducing a nunber of
speakers today and all of themare from our Sacranento
branch of the CAPAFR statew de network, which you've
seen in a nunber of other statew de regional hearings,
and this group has come together for about a year now
to |l ook at maps. Again, |ooking at a nunber of
different factors, including where the APl community is
and is a very eclectic and diverse group of folks. So
I wanted to start out by introducing our first speaker
Ms. Judy Heary.

M5. HEARY: Thank you. | have copies of ny
presentation if you'd like copies. M nane is Judy
Fong Heary, it's spelled HE-A-R Y. | am a nenber of
the Coalition for Asian Pacific Amrericans for Fair

18
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Redi stricting or CAPAFR in Sacranento County. | amthe
Executive Director of Asian Pacific Conmmunity

Counsel ing, a nonprofit, comunity-based organization
provi ding services to the Asian Pacific |Islander
communi ties of Sacranento.

Havi ng served in this position for nearly
three years, | learned a great deal in how to becone
know edgeabl e about the diverse range of needs of Asian
Pacific Islander communities and the people we serve
here in Sacramento.

["mcurrently also the Chair of the
Redi stricting Conmttee of the Council of Asian Pacific
I sl anders Toget her for Active Leadership, or CAPI TAL.
CAPI TAL has over 80 nenber organizations in the
Sacranmento area, including the Chinese American Council
of Sacranmento, Filipino Political Action Coalition
Health for All, the Sacramento Asian Sports Foundation
Japanese Anerican Citizens League and the South Asian
Bar Associ ati on.

In coordination with the Asian Pacific
American Legal Center, CAPITAL nenbers have net over
the course of a year to learn about the redistricting
process, discuss |local issues and priorities, and
devel op a consensus we can all support for the proposed
redistricting maps at the assenbly, county and city
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| evel .

CAPI TAL represents Sacranento and the CAPAFR
or Coalition for Asian Pacific Anericans for Fair
Redi stricting statewide network. As the Chair of the
CAPI TAL Redistricting Committee, | also work closely
with representatives fromthe Latino Leadership
Committee and the 2001 Redistricting Commitee
representing the African Americans on city and county
I evel redistricting efforts and expect that this |oca
united coalition will also work together on state
redi stricting.

We ask that the assenbly pl ease allow the
i nput of the Asian Pacific |Islander Americans, Latino
and African American conmunities be neaningful by truly
considering it when you redraw the district |ines.

I would like to give a brief overview of the
Asi an Pacific community in Sacranento. This overview
i s based on ny personal and professional affiliations
as an advocate and participant in | ocal community
affairs in Sacramento. M agency, Asian Pacific
Conmmuni ty Counseling, or APCC pronotes the well being
of Asian Pacific Islander Anmerican individuals,
famlies and comunities through culturally and
linguistically relevant prevention, education, outreach

and counseling. Qur agency works closely with the
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county to provide access to the mental health, drug and
al cohol services to nonolingual and limted

Engl i sh-speaki ng refugees, immgrants and citizens. W
col | aborate and work closely with other community-based
service providers in order to neet the diverse needs of
the API A conmunities, especially youths and parents
struggling to survive under high risk environnmenta
condi ti ons.

As a resident of the Vintage Park area of
South Sacranento, | live in a neighborhood that is
about 12 to 15 years old. Most of the hones were built
in the comunity in the late 1980s and early 1990s. M
nei ghbors reflect the broad range of famlies, cultures
and ethnic groups. W have retired coupl es,
pr of essi onal s, engi neers, self-enployed nmen and wonen
and public service enployees such as teachers, police,
sheriff deputi es.

Li ke many other Asian Anerican famlies, ny
fam |y nmoved to the South Sacranento area because of
the diversity in the nei ghborhood. Areas |ike Land
Par k, G eenhaven, Pocket in South Sacranmento, Laguna
Rosenont and LaRi viera and Rancho Cordova just outside
of Sacranmento attract a |lot of newconmer families. Many
are immgrants from places |ike Southeast Asia, Taiwan,
Korea and the Philippines and need | anguage and
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culturally sensitive assistance to facilitate ful
access to health and other services. Because many
famlies live with several generations under one roof
or in the sane nei ghborhood, these famlies al so have
uni que needs for both senior services and child care.

It is critical for many of the nei ghborhoods receiving
this influx of new popul ation to consider their
infrastructure for nmental health, health clinics,

subst ance abuse treatnment centers and group hones for

di sabl ed or severely nmentally ill and donestic viol ence
shelters. M concern is that with all the new building
and devel opnent going on in South Sacranento,
especially in the southeast and suburban communities to
the east, there appears to be no long-termplans to
site a building or develop a property for the specific
pur poses of neeting future public service needs of the
comuni ty.

Currently the closest nedical facilities in
the South area are al ong Bruceville Road near H ghway
99, Kaiser and Methodi st Hospitals. Many of the
famlies my agency serves face the barriers of |ow
i ncome or no insurance, being nonolingual or limted
Engl i sh speaki ng and even transportation hurdl es that
prevent them from accessing care. Thus, our first
priority in redistricting for South Sacranmento and
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adj acent suburbs such as Rosenont to be united in a
single district where an assenbly person can be el ected
who can be responsive to the uni que needs of our

i mm grant popul ation and other factors that bind these
areas toget her.

The Eighth Assenmbly District has simlar
pockets of diversity pulling together several ol der
Filipino-Anerican farm ng communities with the
extremely diverse West Sacranento which has a simlarly
rooted Filipino-Anerican community, along with newer
Paci fic Islander and Sout heast Asian communities. W
ask the Committee to consider as our second priority
t he connection of these communities in drawing the
Eighth. W also ask the Committee to consider the
community in Laguna, which is an increasingly diverse
area attracting many Asian Pacific Islander famlies,
which is currently in the tenth district, conmbined with
many areas of divergent communities of interest.

I"d like to end by thanking the Conmittee and
Chai rman Longville for convening these many regi ona
hearings. These hearings have been an i nportant
process in ensuring that mnority and other comunities
have the opportunity to advocate on the redistricting
i ssues that are inportant to us.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very nuch. Let
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me note, by the way, we still do have two nore

hearings, regional hearings to go. | appreciate your

t hanking ne for those, but I want to nmake sure that one
doesn't think they are all over with today. W have one
in Orange County and one in San Bernardino to go. Do |
hear anot her question? Please go ahead and proceed

with the next witness. Thank you.

M5. FENG | realize for the Court Reporter's
sake that | didn't introduce nyself. M nane is Kathay
Feng, K-A-T-H A-Y. Last nane is F-EEN-G and I'mwith
the Asian Pacific American Legal Center. W are
representing in helping to organi ze and educate the
CAPAFR networ k, which stands for Coalition of Asian
Pacific Americans for Fair Redistricting.

Qur next speaker is Sukhdev Rye.

MR, RYE: Good norning. M nane is Sukhdev
Rye. Spelled SSUK-HDE-V. The |last name R Y-E, and
I"ma menber of the Coalition for Asian Pacific
Americans for Fair Representation in Sacranento County.
I amtax |lawer and a foundi ng nmenber of the South
Asi an Bar Association of Northern California. M
famly has lived in the Sacranento Valley for four
generations, and | have resided in the Gty of
Sacramento ny entire life. I'mactive in the
Sacramento Si kh community and in | ocal state and
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nati onal denocratic party politics.

Locally I've served on the Gty of
Sacramento's Parks and Recreations Citizen Advisory
Committee, the County of Sacranmento's Assessnent
Appeal s Board and on the Board of Directors of the
Sacrament o Transportation Management Association. At
the state and national levels |I've worked as a
Legislative Aid to a United States Senator and as a tax
counsel for a nenber of the State Board of
Equal i zat i on.

On behal f of the Sacranento Sikh comunity and
the South Asian Bar Association of Northern California,
| support the broader principles which have been
articulated by other nmenbers of the Coalition of Asian
Pacific Americans for Fair Redistricting. W urge you
to enforce the Voting Rights Act in order to ensure
that the ideal of one person one vote is realized for
the Asian Pacific |Islander community.

Qur priority in redistricting is for the
portion of the Gty of Sacranento, south of the
American River to be conbined with the adjacent county
of Sacranmento suburbs of Rosenont and LaRiviera to the
east into a single Nnth Assenbly District. W believe
that this part of the Gty of Sacranento south of the
American River has a distinct identity in ternms of
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hi story, contiguous geography, incone |evels, housing
devel opnents, land use, immgration patterns and soci al
services. The adjacent county of Sacranento suburban
comunities of Rosenont and LaRiviera, which are
currently in the 10th Assenbly District, share much in
common with this part of the Gty of Sacranento
Conbi ni ng these areas will enhance the voting influence
of the Asian Pacific |Islander comunity because Asian
Paci fic Islanders are concentrated in these areas
constituting al nost 20 percent of the popul ation of the
Cty of Sacramento as a whole and constituting al nost
10 percent of the popul ati on of Rosenont and LaRiviera.
Such a district would facilitate coalition building
anmongst mnority comunities and enhance the el ection
prospects of a mpjority-mnority candidate.

I n conclusion, the Sacranento regi on began
al ong the Sacranmento River and devel oped eastward.
Looking at a map this devel opnent pattern approxi mates
the transportation corridor of H ghway 50. W believe
that our proposed Ninth Assenbly District nakes sense
and is logical. It would be cohesive and conpact and
woul d have the added benefit of conplying with the
Voting Rights Acts. W hunbly ask for your
consi derati on.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER STEI NBERG ~ Just
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clarification, M. Rye. Wen you

you're referring to Coll ege den?

ASSEMBLY MEMBER PESCETTI :

refer to LaRiviera,

Col | ege G een.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER STEI NBERG  Col | ege Greens?

MR

RYE: | believe that'

s right.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER STEI NBERG:  Thanks.

IVB.

FENG | believe that

on the maps that we

handed out to the Assenbly Menmbers, as well as the map

that's currently being projected,

it's |abeled there, |

think, and if it's not, then | think it's the
communities that's just to the east, | believe, of
Rosenont .

ASSEMBLY MEMBER PESCETTI: To the north?

M5. FENG North, yeah, close to Rosenont.

MR DAVWA: If | may, ny nane is Robert Dawa.
In terms of enhancing that further, | think that we're

referring to what the census tract defines as

LaRi viera, rather than -- and | think we need to

clarify within that particul ar census tract which

nei ghbor hoods that includes, and |

So --

CHAI

think that was done.

RVAN LONGVI LLE: Does that answer your

guestion? He's referring to the census tract

desi gnati on,

LaRi vi era?

rat her than any ot her

use of the nane for
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MR, DAWA: M. Steinberg, | just want to make
sure that | think I would want the correction, if I'm
wrong, that LaRiviera does include that nei ghborhood --
LaRi vi era census tract includes the Coll ege Geens, and
the LaRi vi era nei ghborhood inclusive in that census
tract?

M5. FENG What we could do for clarification
is communi cate directly with the assenbly nmenber after
we have a chance to | ook at denographics on a conputer

and make sure that we clarify that in a nore accurate

way.
CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you
M5. FENG And if it helps to provide
additional information, I'msure that we wll be happy

to accommodat e that request.

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much. |If
you could provide the Conmittee with a copy of that and
to Assenbly Menber Pescetti.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER PESCETTI: Just as a
followup, if you could provide the same information
that you will be providing to Assenbly Menber Steinberg
to ny office, 1'd appreciate it as well.

M5. FENG W will do that.

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very rmnuch.

Were there any other questions at this point? Ckay,
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and pl ease go ahead.

By the way, | did notice you very graciously
told me how well 1 pronounced it, but | did
m spronounce the "E' in Feng, so | apol ogi ze.

M5. FENG A col |l eague of mne who works with
NAACBLDF recently thought of a good way to introduce ny
last name. It is Feng, |like Feng Shui and peopl e have
becone a little nore famliar with being able to say
t hat .

Qur third speaker who will be tal king about
the second priority, and only second in nunber, not in
importance is M. Robert Dawa.

MR, DAWA: Thank you, Kathay. Good norning,
Chairman Longville and other Assenbly Menbers. M nane
is Robert Dawa. |'ma nenber of the Coalition of Asian
Pacific Americans for Fair Redistricting in Sacramento
County. | believe that |I have copies of this to give
and unfortunately they're not stapled, but they will be
di stributed. Continuing on

| live in the southern suburban rural part of
Sacramento County, the Florin area to be precise. |[|'ve
lived there continuously since 1989. | participated in
el ection canpaigns in this region since 1994. W
affiliations and nmenberships in conmmunity-based groups
are as follows: |I'ma nmenber of Filipino Politica
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Action Conmittee, also known as FIL-PAC, Town and
County Denocratic C ub, and i nmedi ate past President of
the Sacranmento M dtown Lions, imediate past President
of the Filipino Anerican Denocratic Cub of Sacramento
County, and the current Chair of Sacramento County
Denocratic Central Conmittee.

I would like to state ny support for the
broader principles that have been articul ated by other
menbers of CAPAFR t hroughout the state and in this
hearing. Please respect our conmunity's desire for
fair representation. Please do not dilute our votes
and pl ease do not arbitrarily divide our comunities.
We do appreciate the opportunity to share our input and
opinions as to how we desire to see the new districts
creat ed.

The south county has grown in population to
where what once was agricultural |ands is now suburban
and urban in nature. The trend is now for nore
suburban and urban devel opnent to take place, and
desire for better government services is indicated by
the incorporation of the Gty of Elk G ove in the year
2000.

The El k Grove Unified School District had
enpl oyed ne during the early 1990s in its Accounting
Department. This placed me in a unique position to
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track population growmh in the area and to observe
change that Elk Grove in the surrounding areas nade
froma nostly rural community to what currently is a
suburban community. Mny fanmlies, nostly fromthe Bay
Area, mgrated to this comunity in search of a slower
pace of life, good education for their children and
better public safety. Included in these famlies were
many Asi an-Pacific Americans and specifically Filipinos
such as nysel f.

| had a uni que experience with this part of
the world. As | grewup in the Bay Area ny |l ate father
woul d take ny famly out on frequent trips to the Delta
regi on, specifically Walnut G ove and Isleton. He did
so because during the '30s and '40s he worked as a farm
worker in the Delta area, including Yolo and San
Joaquin Counties. He took ne to a farmwhich was
wor ked by ol der nen who spent their entire lives as
bachel ors not being allowed by the society of the tines
to devel op rel ati onships with wonmen outside of their
racial classification. That day | hel ped the workers
pi ck asparagus. Now, picking asparagus requires
i ndi vi dual renoval of each spear using a long tool to
dig the spears fromthe ground. 1In order to pick
efficiently one nmust stoop over, plunge the tool into
the ground to sever the spear, renpove the spear, then
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nmove over to renove the next asparagus stalk stil
stooping. Needless to say, | did not see this as being
much fun and it soured ne on the benefits of

agricul tural work.

My father saw the sane thing. After his Arny
enlistrment ended after World War 11, he eventually
moved to the Bay Area and worked as a kitchen support
hel per until his retirement in the early '70s. |
personal Iy had not intended to nove to this region, but
the attraction of this areas |ow cost of |iving was
hard to resist. As soon as mny career allowed, | was
able to becone nore involved with this community. As I
did, 1 was able to notice the areas that had high
concentrations of Asian Americans and Filipino
Anericans that were active in this community and
interested politically. | had personally participated
in election canpaigns of two Filipino Arericans from
t he Laguna area, Tom Santos for Board of Equalization
in 1998 and Raul Cupino for Elk Gove City Counci
until 1999. In these canpaigns we were able to
identify five significant Asian comunities within the
Laguna comunity. The census data for these areas
bears this out, and I have a copy that |'ve given out.
This area is 18 percent Asian Pacific Anerican, with
the | argest comrunities being Chinese Anericans and
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Filipino Anericans at about 6 percent each.

Currently a presently undevel oped portion of
t he southern border of the Laguna census tract is in
the sane assenbly and senate districts, specifically
Assenmbly District 8 and Senate District 4. It is our
hope and reconmendation that the WAl nut G ove and
Isleton comunities are placed together with the Laguna
conmunity as it relates to assenbly redistricting, and
specifically our request is that the Laguna area,
census tract area of 34,000 be added to where the
district currently is for Walnut Grove, Isleton and
West Sacranento, Davis and Fairfield and Vacaville in
the Eighth District. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much,

M. Dawa. Ms. Feng.

MS. FENG  That concl udes our presentations
for today. |'msure you are thankful there's only four
of us and not 11 as usual. W did want to just
reiterate a request that has been put forward to the
Assenbly a nunber of tines in the past hearings, and
that is that as the Assenmbly noves towards receiving
maps fromthe public and also creating statew de maps
as proposals, that follow ng the August 15 deadli ne,
that the Assenbly nove towards setting up a set of
hearings for the public to be able to provide comrent
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on a nunber of the different proposals and reflect what
woul d be our deal or what changes we woul d suggest to
what ever the Assenbly may be considering, and | thank
the Assenbly and Chairman Longville for allow ng us
this audi ence. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very nuch for
bei ng here. M. Leonard.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER LEONARD: A question for
Ms. Feng. The testinony today was very specific as to
nei ghbor hoods, which | really appreciate. Are you
going to follow up and subnmit a statew de plan or
regi onal plans for legislative districts?

M5. FENG We will be submitting a statew de
pl an for assenbly districts hopefully by the deadline
of August 15, and you may notice that as we get closer
to August 15 we are able to provide a little bit nore
detai | .

ASSEMBLY MEMBER LEONARD:  You are nuch nore
specific. | will appreciate that. |If I could assist,
I will be happy to do so.

M5. FENG  Thank you.

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Again, we appreciate it.
It is our intent to not only hold the hearings as you
requested after we have our plan as | nentioned in the
i ntroductory statement, but also to make it easier for
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people to -- | find nyself talking too fast there,
slowdown. In order to nmake it easier for everyone to
participate nore effectively in the process, we hope to
take any maps that we can, any maps that woul d convey
meani ngf ul i nformation that we receive and put them on
our website as well so that hopefully you will have --
you will be able to conpare with what others are
thinking. GObviously this is a technical challenge, but
we believe we are going to be able to do this to get a
very conprehensive amount of information out there so
that for the first tine in history people are going to
have kind of an inside |ook at how redistricting is
going as it's going, being able to | ook at the plans
fromtheir own hones and see what's on the table and
what's being considered. So we are |ooking forward to
that part of it. Thank you.

M5. FENG  Thank you, Chairman Longville.

--00o0- -
(Change in court reporters. Remainder of page

left blank intentionally.)
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CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Next we have representing the
Chi nese American CEGCs of Silicon -- excuse ne, of Silicon
Vall ey, we have M. Joel Szabat. A famliar face in this
room though usually sitting on the other side of the
furniture there.

MR, SZABAT: Thank you, M. Chairman and Menbers.
My nane is Joel Szabat, that's S as in Sam Z as in zebra,
A-B-A-T. And you are right, M. Chairman, speaking slowy
will be a challenge for me as well. And | am nuch nore used
to sitting up on the dias. I have to confess that you and
your fellow menbers are even nore inpressive when you are
standi ng down here and | ooking up at you

I"mhere representing -- |I'mthe executive director
of Chinese Anerican CEGCs of Silicon Valley and representing
them here today. |'ve already subnmitted extensive witten
testinmony to the conmttee, and therefore I would prefer,
rather than reiterating all of that, just to touch on the
maj or points of the testinmony that |1've submtted

The voice of the Asian Pacific |Islander or API
community has not been heard in past redistrictings. 1n 1990
Asian Pacific Islanders were 9.6 percent of the state's
popul ati on, but not a single |egislative or congressional API
plurality district was created. |In fact many traditional API
communities were split. The nost egregi ous exanpl e that
those of you who were in the Los Angel es hearing heard about
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was in long Los Angeles is Little Tokyo, was split among four
separate assenbly districts.

By point of conparison, in 1990, African Americans
were 7.4 percent of the state's population. During that
redistricting process, ten districts were created that were
either African American plurality or had effective African
American voting majorities.

This year Asian Pacific Islanders are 12 percent of
the popul ation of the State of California and are the fastest
growi ng ethnic or racial group in California. And this year
I think thanks in large part to the organi zati onal efforts of
Kat hay Feng and her col |l eagues at CAPAFR, the voice of the
Asi an Pacific Islander community will be heard in the
redistricting process.

It is reasonably conservatively possible to create
ten different APl plurality districts in the state: Five
assenbly districts, two state senate districts, and three
congressional districts. Wth the testinmony | submtted I've
i ncl uded maps and expl anati ons showi ng where those districts
coul d be reasonably created.

If the |l egislature makes no nmajor changes to the
current redistricting map in California there will be two API
plurality districts because of population growh in the |ast
ten years. | think the first, as many of you know, is
Assenbl yman Kevin Shelley's 12th Assenbly District in
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San Franci sco. Perhaps nore surprisingly, Assenblyman John
Dutras' 20th Assenbly District in Santa Cara County i s now
al so an APl plurality district.

Casio believes that a fair nmeasure of this
| egislature's commtnent to the concerns and the voices that
you've heard fromthe APl community is whether at the end of
the day the map that is drawn of our congressional and
legislative districts is closer to ten APl plurality
districts as opposed to being closer to two.

That concludes ny testinony. M. Chairnman and
menbers, thank you very nmuch for your tinme and consideration.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much for being
here, M. Szabat. And | probably should have expl ai ned for
the fewin the audi ence who may not be insiders here in
Sacramento that my earlier references to M. Szabat were
dealing with the fact that he used to be a consultant for the
mnority side on the transportation commttee until quite
recently here in the assenbly. And so we've attended,
several of us have attended many neetings with M. Szabat and
have enjoyed working with him and it's a pleasure to see you
again.

MR, SZABAT: Thank you, M. Chairman.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Qur next witness is John
Tuteur, and I'mterribly sorry if I'm pronounci ng agai n your
nane wong, sir, the Napa County Registrar of Voters. W
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wel cone you
MR TUTEUR: M. Chairnan, nenmbers of the

Conmittee, nmy name is June Tuteur, It can be pronounced

Tuteur if you are French, and there are 24 ways to spell it
wi thout getting it right, so that's quite all right. 1It's
spelled T as in Tom U T as in Tom E-UR | amthe

el ective Registrar of Voters of Napa County, and | appreciate
what the committee is doing and you, Chairman Longville,
because I will be conducting these hearings on behal f of the
Board of Supervisors, the Board of Education and the Coll ege
Board in Napa County beginning in the nonth of July for our

| ocal redistricting process.

I'm here today on behal f of the Board of
Supervi sors of Napa County with a resolution. | wll not
read the entire resolution into the record. | would just
like to hit the highlights.

Napa County currently is entirely within the 1st
Congressional District, the 7th Assenbly District, and the
2nd State Senate District of California. And we believe that
being within a single district |eads to a nore cohesive
conmunity representation and represents the comunity that is
Napa County. And since we have enjoyed the benefits of being
within a single district for all three |egislative bodies for
at |least the past decade, the Board of Supervisors went on
record and asked nme to communicate to you that the County's
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el ective representatives and the nenbers of the |legislature
are urged to maintain single legislative districts for Napa
County at the conclusion of the current reapportionment
process. And we therefore would ask that you represent that
as a conmunity issue for Napa County in making your

consi deration of the new districts.

I'd be happy to answer any questions if there are
any.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much. \Wen
was first handed the resolution | had to gl ance down quickly
as we're |learning of new comunities of interest. | was kind
of waiting to see that the Cabernets should be in one
district and the Merlots perhaps in another

MR. TUTEUR: Actually we might do it on a reds
versus whites basis.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE: Al right. Well, we
appreci ate the, obviously the sentinment of the board that you
are looking for a neritage district here, and we wll
appreci ate your thoughts.

I should note, by the way, that | intended to
mention after M. Szabat testified, there has been references
to the plan that was adopted ten years ago. And | always
like to remind folks that that plan was adopted by the courts
after they rejected the legislature's plan. | try to make a
poi nt of noting that at |east once in each hearing, usually
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after sonmeone has indicated dissatisfaction with the plan
that was adopted ten years ago.

And if | mght parenthetically insert kind of an in
pro per conmment here to the judge reviewi ng this transcript
down the road some nonths, your Honor, please don't hold that
agai nst ne.

We have our next -- yeah, that will help. W have
our next, we have our next wi tness being M. -- oh, excuse
me, M. Janes Sweeney, forner nmenber of the Berkeley City
Council. | thought | was reading the sanme request.

And | shoul d doubl e check by the way, has
Ms. Huffman arrived ?

VMR STEINBERG | don't see her.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE: Ckay. We wel conme you,

M. Sweeney.

MR, SWVEENEY: Thank you. [I'mgoing to try to go
slowy. M name is James Sweeney. |'ma former nmenber of
the Berkeley Gty Council. Although I'd |like to add

parenthetically that | ama graduate of UC Riverside, and I'm
al so the current executive director of QGakland | ndependence
Support Center and co-founder and past chair of the Bl ack
Property Omers Association. |I'mcurrently the chair of the
Board of Trustees of New College of California, including the
| aw school .

I"mhere to discuss adding the 22,000 people to the
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Assenbly District 14. And | would like to address the

communi ty

of interest question. W have a very rich and

ongoing tradition in the Bay Area in terms of effective

representation. W started in 1948 with WIIiam Byron

Runford, who was the person who desi gned our open housing

| aws so that all people could live wherever they could afford

to live.

W followed with the Honorable John MIler, Elliott

Harris, and then, of course, Barbara Lee. And there has been

a break si

i nt erest.

nce that time in terns of that community of

But I would like to say as currently drawn,

Assenbly District 14 runs along the eastern shore of

San Franci

Pabl o, El

sco Bay, including the cities of R chnond, San

Cerrito, Berkeley, Al bany, Enmeryville and a portion

of North and West Oakland. It is a mnority majority

district and heavily denocratic.

According to the conmttee's data on popul ation

shifts, Assenbly District 14 will have to be increased by

roughly fi

ve percent or 22,000 people. Although this is a

smal | change conpared to the adjustnments needed el sewhere in

the state,

it does provide a unique opportunity to protect,

defend, preserve a community of interest essential to the

14th District.

corridor,

W request that the busy and diverse urban
now t he backbone of Assenbly District 14, be
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mai nt ai ned and expanded to include an additional portion of
West Qakl and, an area stretching fromthe 880 freeway west to
the shore. West Cakland is now split into the 14th and 16th
Assenbly Districts, and our plan unifies this |arge
nei ghbor hood and places it in a like-mnded political hone.

For one thing it is conpact, for another what we
propose is contiguous, and of course we believe that it is
| ogical, and as you can see fromthe three points that we
make, the citizens of West Oakland, Emeryville, West
Ber kel ey, Richnond, the entire East Bay shoreline, have
common political issues. Chief anmong them are access to
af f ordabl e housi ng, inproving | ow performng public schools,
sust ai nabl e economi ¢ devel opnent, and effective public
safety.

Secondly, the two | ow income comunities of
Ri chnrond and West Gakl and form ng the bookends of the
Assenmbly District 14 map unfortunately nissed the 1990's
econom ¢ boom Their voices need to be strengthened at the
statew de | evel now and ever nore.

Finally both R chnmond and West Gakl and are | arge
and historic port econom es and many of the residents share a
| egacy of migration fromthe south. Cbviously many of these
residents are African Anerican. W believe that this kind of
response woul d be inclusive of the community of interests
whi ch woul d at | east be supportive of the opportunity for an
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African Anerican to be el ected and sel ected.

The two areas have devel oped along simlar economc
lines. They are both home to vital infrastructure |like
Interstate 80 and BART, and they face the sanme problens wth
public transportation, traffic conjestion, pollution, and a
dramatic decrease in manufacturing jobs.

Expanded as we suggest, Assenbly District 14 will
remai n contiguous and conpact. It will better reflect the
simlar history and culture of R chmond and West Oakl and.

And it will enhance the voice that has been in sonme instances
unheard of in the state political process.

The pl ain and unvar ni shed funky facts are that
there has not been African American representation in the
East Bay in the assenbly for at |east eight years. W
bel i eve, therefore, not that you should quote "draw' a bl ack
district, but we believe that the continuity of interest wll
at least nake it possible for an opportunity to occur.

Finally, we feel that alternative solutions |like
addi ng the suburban conmunities east of the Cal decott Tunne
to the Assenbly District 14 serve to dimnish the comunity
of interests, reduce its political weight, and set up a
district in permanent internal conflict.

So |l would like to say to each and every one of you
menbers that | appreciate your time and attention to these
vital and inmportant matters. Furthernore, | would like to
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say that it is necessary that the representation of African
Ameri cans not just be fromLos Angeles. Al though we |ove Los
Angel es, | was there last week, had a great tine, the bottom
line is that we want to al so have some representation from
the East Bay. The historic representati on which has hel ped
design sone of the |laws, the open housing | aws, the Hunphrey
Hawki ns and a nunber of historic pieces of |egislation which
correspond to the community of interest that have been laid
out .

And so, unless there is some additional questions,
that's it, and that's all.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very nuch,
M. Sweeney, for taking the tinme to be here. W appreciate
it.

And our next witness will be M. Erik Price. And
so that people can be getting prepared, we will, after
M. Price, nove to the others who signed in this norning,
starting with M. Ken Canpbell and M. Donald Lowie, Ed
Fl emi ng. Those people can kind of be prepared, and Juan
Gal l egos and Terry Leach. That's our full agenda.

M. Price, you have the m crophone.

MR. PRICE: Thank you, Chairman Longville. Again
it's Erik Price, EERI-KP-RI-CE, arelatively sinple one.

James Sweeney and | drove up here fromthe East Bay
together. Insofar as ny presentation will echo sone of his
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thoughts, | think I"'mgoing to put a slightly different spin
onit. First | want to thank you gentlenen for having these
public hearings and letting a citizen of California and
sonmeone that's grown up in the heart of Assenbly District 14
a chance to speak.

I was born and raised in Berkeley. My wife is from
Gakl and, and she now works in the Planned Parent hood chapters
in Rchnond. W go to the novies in Eneryville, ny kids take
swi mlessons in Al bany.

It's an irony and it's an interesting fact that |
now live in an area, my community of interest fits al nost
exactly with how the lines were drawn for AD 14 as they
currently exist.

It's a place that's urban, nulti-cultural and
dynamic. It's a Paradise if you appreciate those things in
your life. For others it's not so nmuch of a Paradise, it's
crowded, overly expensive, and changing in ways that we woul d
like to reverse. But that's for another subject.

VWhat | wanted to just say, | wanted to reiterate
the fact that through hook or by crook AD 14 is now whol |y
consistent with the conmunity of interest that needs to be
mai nt ai ned and protected. Adding people, which is required,
shoul d be done with that in mnd. W've seen M. Sweeney
suggest a way to keep it urban and to keep it true to its
heart and culture. |It's an easy fix. It's not without its

46



i ssues that bounce into other districts, but it is one that
is utterly consistent with your mssion to keep communities
of interest primary in the process. Thank you very nuch.

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much for taking
the tine to be with us today as well.

And next | will have M. Ken Canpbell,
M. Campbell, you are the second person today who pronounces
the Ein the last name the way Ms. Feng al so pronounces the E
the sane way. W appreciate you are fromthe Placer County
Central Committee?

MR CAMPBELL: Yes, | am sir.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE: Pl ease go ahead

MR CAMPBELL: Good afternoon, M. Chairnman and
menbers. M nane is Ken Canpbell, that's GA-MP-B-E-L-L. |

am a menber of -- or | ama resident of Placer County and
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Chai rman of the Placer County Republican Central Conmttee.

Fromthe fertile farm and of the Sacranmento Valley

to the rolling oak-studded foothills, to the boomng cities
of Rocklin, Roseville, Lincoln and Auburn, to the rugged

Si erra Nevada Mountains, to the inconparabl e beauty of Lake
Tahoe, we are Placer County and we are proud of it.

We are 248,000 people with simlar interests and
simlar needs. Currently Placer County is very well served
by one congressional district, one senate district and one
assenbly district. As a representative of Placer County I

47



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

come asking you that you do not split up the community of
Pl acer County into nmultiple congressional, senate and
assenbly districts.

Al so as chairman of the Central Conmttee | come
requesting for early notification and early rel ease of plans
of redistricting so that candi dates can have ample tine to
decl are and prepare for the March primary.

Thank you so nuch for your tinme and allowing ne to
tell you about our community of Placer County. Thank you

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much, sir

Qur next witness is M. Donald Lowie fromthe
Sol ano County Denocratic Central Commttee. And | note he'l
be followed by M. Fleming and Terry J. Leach. Thank you

MR LONRE M. Chairman, 1'd like to thank you
and congratul ate you for pronouncing nmy nane correctly. It
doesn't often happen to nme. For the record ny name is Donald
Lowie, the last name is spelled L-OWR-1-E, and I am from
the Sol ano County Denocratic Central Committee.

You' ve had speakers speak on the fact that they are
very glad that their county was retained intact in the |ast
redistricting. Solano County was not. And that is my chief
i ssue. The special master shows you divided into two
assenbly and senate districts and three congressi ona
districts. W have a popul ation of approximtely 390, 000,
and all three, all three of the largest cities are currently
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di vi ded.

Vallejo is divided between two assenbly districts,
Vacavill e between two congressional districts, and the Gty
of Fairfield is not only divided by congressional districts
but by assenbly districts. And we would urge that that not
occur in this redistricting.

The City of Fairfield, as | said, is divided both
ways with assenbly and senate districts. And we have found
that literally people do not know who their representative is
because it depends on which corner they live in, which
conbi nati on they have. And we would urge that you try to
keep Sol ano County within one district if possible. If not,
consi der |ogical comunities of interest. The |ast
redistricting divided right down the m ddl e of a subdivision
and that proved to be chaotic for us.

Val | ej o and Benicia are Bay Area-| ooking
communities. They are oriented to the area, and to a | esser
extent towards Napa County. Qher cities in our county,

D xon, R o Vista, to sone extent Vacaville and Fairfield,
tend to be nore oriented towards the Sacranento area and Yol o
County. So if you nmust divide Solano County, and | woul d
urge you not to do so, please take that into account and | ook
at logical communities of interest.

And | woul d make a special plea to consider that
the Cordelia area, which is currently divided fromthe rest
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of Fairfield, is in fact part of Fairfield. And also that
the Gty of Suisun Gty is in many ways part of the same
community of interest as the Gty of Fairfield. W share a
joint sewer district, a joint water district, a joint school
district. W have the sane garbage service, the sane cable
service. W work together as a simlar community of interest
in alnost every area except for our nunicipality of
desi gnati on.

So pl ease consider those facts when you are
redistricting in Solano County. Thank you.

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much, sir.
Appreci ate your suggesting a backup plan if we can't neet
your first goal.

Next we have M. Ed Flemng fromthe Rural Caucus
Denocratic --

MR. FLEM NG [|'mthe Rural Caucus.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  On, the Rural Caucus of the
Denocratic Party. Excuse me, sir.

And just to note after M. Fleming will be
M. Gallegos, and | don't want to guess on whether it's M.
or Ms. Terry Leach. It's M., okay.

Thank you very nuch. Go ahead, M. Flemng.

MR. FLEM NG  Thank you, M. Chairman. And this is
my first go around with this so it's very interesting and
it's -- | really appreciate all -- the chance to do this.
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In 1990, or when they had the last redistricting,
what | thought was tragic and I wi sh the assenbly had been
able to do this instead of the courts. Mst of the districts
in the rural areas were redistricted in a vertical manner. |
woul d have thought that it would have been nuch better off if
they woul d have been redirected in a horizontal nore than
manner .

I"mvery interested, of course, in the Marysville
Yuba City area, living in Marysville, a town small, of 12,000
peopl e, and a county not that big of 70,000. Yuba and Sutter
were divided. So today Yuba City and Marysville have three
different assenbly people, three different congressiona
peopl e and three different congress people.

This has been very bad for us. And until 1990 we
were in the same district, Marysville and Yuba Cty. WMany of
the reasons it's been bad is because everything in the Yuba
Sutter area is by county. The Mental Health Division is by
county, Econom c Devel opment Commi ssion is by county, the
hi ghway system 70/ 99 runni ng together is by county. W have
an econom ¢ devel opnent and we have -- |1'mon the Chanber of
Conmerce for the Political Affairs Commttee, that's also by
county. Alnost everything in the area is by county.

Al so economic interests |ike working H ghway 79 --
70 and 99 together, also cone together. W also have a very
big problemwith HM>s |l eaving the area. It's 30 -- in the 35
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mle range for nost of our people for Kaiser, for exanple, is
just out of reach, just out of reach, just out of reach. So
we really have an interest in us being in the sane district
t oget her.

And | think the last point which I think is very
i nportant, and may put nme out of a job pretty soon, is that
we are now a urban rural suburbia area with a grow ng
mnority population in both counties. And it's because of
this we're no longer really rural. And it's nmoving nore
urban this way because of the growh of Sacramento and Pl acer
County. It would be much better in our interest to have us
grow in a horizontal way with our representatives and woul d
be nuch better interest if we were in Placer or Yolo or
Sacramento County's districts than being all the way up to
Modoc on one side and Siskiyou County on the other.

So | hope you will take this into consideration,
and | thank you for your tine.

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very nuch for taking
time to be here, sir.

Next M. Juan Gallegos, with the Wllie C
Vel asquez Institute, and al so MALDEF, The Mexi can Anmerican
Legal Defense and Education Fund. Welcome, M. Gall egos.

MR, GALLEGOS: Thank you very nuch, Committee, for
having ne talk and listening to ne, us here. | represent --
first of all nmy name is Juan Gallegos, J-U- A-N @Gallegos,
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GAL-L-EEGOS. | amhere representing the WlliamC

Vel asquez Institute and the Mexican American Legal Defense
Educati on Foundation, which is our sister organization in
this redistricting process.

The reason |'mhere is to address an issue in the
sout hernnost part of California which is -- pertains to your
senat e col | eagues, the senate committee. 1'll start with the
senate hearing that was supposed to happen this Tuesday, June
26th, in San Diego. First of all, the location to the
bui |l di ng was changed | would say about a nonth ago. Then
they transferred it to USD, university canpus. Now they have
post poned it.

We are asking that you convey this nessage to the
chair, Don Perata, to imediately rel ease a date as soon as
possi ble. W have del egati ons, we have teans in Inperial
Valley in San Diego, community activists, conmunity people
who took the tinme off to go and testify on Tuesday. It's
very inportant that the new date get rel eased as soon as
possi ble so that we can send that information down and have
proper representation at the testinony. Thank you very nuch.

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much, sir. W
will be nore than happy to convey your nessage as well to our
coll eagues in the senate. Appreciate your taking the tine to
be here today.

MR, GALLEGOS: Thank you
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CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much. And next
| have Ms. Terry Leach, board nmenmber of the Lanorinda
Denocratic Club, | believe.

By the way, | want to thank M. Gallegos for
correcting me on ny mssidentification of MALDEF since

there's the sister organizations. The one that |'ve dealt

wi th has been MALDEF educational fund as opposed to foundation.

But | appreciate his correcting ne. Thank you.

And Ms. Leach, you have the m crophone.

M5. LEACH  Thank you for the opportunity. | am
Terry Leach, and as you indicated |I'ma Board Menber of the
Lanori nda Denocratic Club, for the uninitiated, that stands
for contiguous conmunities east of the Cal decott Tunnel,
Lafayette, Orinda and Moraga. |'malso the vote (inaudible)
chair for the Contra Costa County Central Conmittee. | also
perform pro bono |l egal work for the Chicano Latino Caucus of
the CDC. [|'ve also appeared before you, sir, a few nonths
ago on behal f of Bill 801520 that we're working very hard to
i ncrease voter registration.

So | thank you very nmuch for the opportunity to
speak to you. And it was perfect because it dovetails with
M. Sweeney's comrents.

The first thing that the Board of Lanorinda
Denocratic Club wants to say is that whatever you conme to in
your wisdom first of all, what's nost inportant to the
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denmocrats that we represent are gains for denocrats on a

| ocal level, a statewi de level, regional |evel, and
ultimately a national level. And if you, in your w sdom
determ ne that what we are asking for is not the best outcone
for denocrats both on a state, local and national |evel, we
trust that you | ooked at all of the information in front of
you. But we are very, very conmitted in what was otherw se a
republ i can stronghol d several years ago to support denocratic
i ssues and denocratic candi dates.

Now what 1'd like to talk about is the comunity of
interest in the Central Contra Costa County area. Lanorinda
Lafayette, Orinda and Moraga, conprises the area just east of
t he Cal decott Tunnel, and then extends on to the border of
Wal nut Creek. The community of interest argunents, and
you' ve got sone docunents that |'ve prepared, thank you, for
you, indicate that the primary high school district that
serves the Lanorinda area, serves high schools in Lafayette,
Orinda, Mdraga and Wal nut Creek. Because of funding and
fi nanci ng probl ens students not only of fered, but encouraged

to take classes at any of the high schools in any of the four

cities.

Simlarly, one thing | didn't nmention, is I'ma
health care attorney, | represent |arge groups of physicians,
al so patients. | sit on Childrens Hospital QGakland boards, |

do ethics work for Childrens Hospital. And many of the
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patients in the Lanorinda area seek their nedical care from
providers in Lanorinda and in Wal nut Creek, and the primry
provi der of hospital services is John Miir/M. Diablo in
Wal nut Creek and Concord.

Simlarly issues that are of grave concern to
constituents in Lanorinda are transportation. As BART noved
out to the east counties so did people. W're very, very
concerned about |ong comutes and inproving service on BART,
and potentially adding a fourth bore to the Cal decott.

The one thing we share with our nei ghbors and
friends in the 14th AD, we are increasingly denocratic, and
we want to nake that point.

My concern, however, is that the denocrats in
Lanori nda support Ellen Tauscher to a great extent. And many
of the noderate republicans in Lanorinda support Ellen
Tauscher to a significant extent, her fund raiser as a
regi stered republican. And it's very inportant to note that
because a concern we have is that we have a commnity that
puts excellent public schools first, that puts solutions
first, that puts living in a cohesive community first, and
republi cans and denocrats will work together as we just did
three weeks ago to pass a library tax.

But I'mconcerned that all of those sw ng votes
will be lost. And we cannot help | awmakers fromthe 14th AD
Not to say we won't work, we will work as much as we can
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But you'll get nore out of us if we can continue to support
| awmakers fromthe area. Now that's of course the 10th CD

Wth respect to the 15th AD, we have a
representative who does not, in nost of the views, in the
views of nost of the noderates that | deal with, we believe
that she does not represent our issues. | amnot related to
her though we share the |ast nane. W have not been able to
el ect a denocrat. W believe as tine goes on we can.

A concept | want to throw out to you, and of course
leave it to you in your wisdom is to consider when you're
redistricting an east/west | ook retaining Lanorinda in the
15th AD. O course we'll chat with our colleagues in the
14t h AD because | was able to hear the testinony about
Ri chnond, which is in Contra Costa County, but considering
| ooking at Contra Costa not fromthe north/south perspective,
but froma east/west perspective, and giving us an
opportunity to help you do your job.

Lastly, though this is very nuch out of our area,
just want to share with you, we are fortunate in Lanorinda to
have the majority -- not the mpjority, but a significant
percentage of our hundreds of club nenbers enpl oyed at the
University of California at Berkeley. And many of them are
enpl oyed at very interesting occupations, and many of them
are worki ng behind the scenes right now to draw maps. And so
you all have copies of proposed maps. Do with them as you
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will or do as you like.

One suggestion that has come from severa
i ndi vi dual s, because we have a real mind -- wealth of mnds
in Lanorinda who are committed to denocratic causes, mght be
to attenpt to get that 53rd CD back, the one that was | ost,
Dick Fazio's seat, in the last redistricting by noving
around -- if | pronounce these nanmes incorrectly please
forgive ne, M. Matsui Ose's seat and Ponbose's seat, that
there is a way to acconplish all of this w thout conpronising
the community of interest that exists in Lanorinda, and the
fact that we really, in the 15th AD, increasingly are working
with the 14th AD. And we would rather not find oursel ves
conflicted over such things like a fourth bore in the
Cal decott Tunnel. W have too nmuch we agree on. W don't
want to be placed in the position of disagreeing.

Any questions?

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Any questions, Menbers? No

Thank you very much. Ch, excuse me, I'msorry. There is a
guesti on.

MR. LEONARD: | do have a question. The document
that you handed out, the copy didn't cone through. | cannot

read the columm headings. Do you have an original that you
could help me with the col um headings? The first one | ooks
I'i ke population, but I"mnot sure if that's current
congressional districts or not.
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M5. LEACH Sir, I'msorry, | don't. But | can get
it toyou. |If | can get that through M. Querrero.

MR. LEONARD: If you can submit it to the comittee
and get copies, M. Chairman, | think that will help us with
the proposal .

MS. LEACH  Sorry about that. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very mnuch
appreciate that. And let nme double check. Are there any
Wi t nesses whose information | did not receive out there? Are
there any additional witnesses waiting to testify?

If not, thank you all Ladies and CGentl enent for
com ng here today. W appreciate you taking the tinme to
participate in the process. Those who, those who participate
obvi ously have the opportunity to nake sure that their
concerns are better recogni zed because they are heard. W
appreci ate you taking the tine. Thank you very nuch.

And wi t hout objection or any closing conments,
wi t hout objection, this hearing is adjourned. Thank you.

Oh, excuse nme, I'msorry. Let nme add though, there
are add two additional hearings comng up. |If anyone needs
any information on those, and also the information on the web
site is in the material being handed out either in the back
of the roomor in the hall. Thank you very nuch.

(Wher eupon, the proceedi ngs adjourned at 12:38 p.m)
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Certified Shorthand Reporters,

proceedi ngs were taken down in shorthand by us,

persons,

CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER
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